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University of Ruhuna celebrates opening of
Renovated Library Building

Marking a significant milestone, the University of Ruhuna ceremoniously reopened its renovated library
building complex on the 22" of February 2024. The event, filled with jubilant spirits and anticipation,
symbolized a return to academic normalcy after a period of partial closure due to necessary renovations.
The three-story building complex of the University of Ruhuna Library began its construction in 1978 with
the initiation of the university and was completed in 1986. It consolidated various small libraries that
functioned in different places into one central hub for knowledge at the University of Ruhuna.

Over the past 36 years, it has been able to build up a vast collection of books related to a diversity of
subject areas, enriching the hold of academic resources. Recognizing its importance in academia, the
library underwent a significant renovation, costing Rs. 169 million. The refurbished library complex was
unveiled on the 22" of February 2024, promising the university community a renewed, more comfortable
space for learning and exploration. The chief guest, Senior Prof. Sujeewa Amarasena, Vice Chancellor of
the University of Ruhuna, graced the occasion with his esteemed presence. Additionally, the Deputy Vice
Chancellor Professor Saman Chandana, Deans of the Faculties, Registrar, Bursar, and other academic and
non-academic members were also in attendance, adding to the significance of the event.




The event commenced with a warm welcome address by the Librarian, Mr. Nimal Hettiarachchi, who
expressed profound gratitude to all individuals whose concerted efforts made the reopening possible. The
distinguished Chief Guest, Vice Chancellor Senior Prof. Sujeewa Amarasena, delivered an enlightening and
heartfelt address, resonating with the collective aspirations of the university community. He emphasized the
importance of the renovated library as a cornerstone of academic excellence. Deputy Librarian Mr. Lal
Pannila made the vote of thanks.




LIBRARY ORIENTATION PROGRAMMES

Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences

The Library Orientation Programme for the new intake 2023/2024 of the Faculty of Humanities & Social
Sciences was held on 27" March 2024. The following library staff members contributed as resource persons.

Mr. U. A. Lal Pannila — Deputy Librarian
Mrs. Sakunthala Senevirathna — Senior Assistant Librarian
Mr. J. A. Ajith — Senior Assistant Librarian

This program included a library visit and practical sessions on 28" March 2024 following this orientation
session.




o

Faculty of Technology

Library Faculty of Technology has conducted Library orientation sessions for new intake on 23 and
30" November 2023. Mr. J A Ajith served as the resource person.

Library Quality Cell (LQAC)

The IQAC of the Library, University of Ruhuna was established in November 2020 in accordance
with the guidelines given by the Center for the Quality Assurance (CQA) of the University of Ruhuna.
The purpose of the IQAC, Library is to take measures to develop overall quality of the library under
the vision and mission of the university. The primary purpose of an academic library is to serve the
curricular, research and community outreach functions of its parent organization. Quality Assurance
(QA) in higher education is the process by which university academic programs are assessed and
evaluated against specific criteria. The Library plays a major role in Quality assurance mechanism of
the University.

Responsibilities of IQAC

e Monitoring the overall quality of the library activities.

e Documentation of the various programs/activities leading to quality improvement within the
Library.

e Arrangements to obtain feedback responses from students and the staff

e To promote a quality assurance culture within the university library system.

e To ensure good practices for quality assurance within the library with an enhanced governance
and management.

e Toserve as an implementing arm of the management in monitoring and evaluating development
activities within the Library.

e The IQAC of the library should provide, promotes, maintains and evaluates a range of quality
services that support the university’s mission, goals and objectives.

e New policies should prepare in order to increase the quality of the services and the products of
the library.
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Establishing Quality Assurance Domains for the Library Quality Assurance Cell

In connection with the University of Ruhuna Library Quality Assurance Cell (LQAC), Quality
Assurance Domains were established for streamlining the quality assurance activities in the library.

The LQAC members were assigned as the coordinators for each domain subcommittees. From 2024,
the LQAC organizes its activities under these quality assurance domains.

Domain

Subcommittee

Staff development & Preservation
and conservation

Mrs. Sakunthala Senevirathna - Coordinator
Mrs. B.W.D. Pathirana - Member

Information

Mrs. K.A.ILM. Amarasekara - Coordinator

Library  services and  user

satisfaction

Mr. U. A. Lal Pannila - Coordinator
Mrs. K.A.ILM. Amarasekara - Member
Mrs. H. E. Pavithra Mayuri - Member

Information Literacy & library user

guide webpage

Mr. K.T.S. Pushpakumara — Coordinator
Mrs. S.L. Gammanpila - Coordinator

Library web

Mr. J. A. Ajith - Coordinator

Promoting and marketing of

library services

Mrs. H. E. Pavithra Mayuri - Coordinator

Infrastructure & meeting minutes

archive

Mr. C.P.K. Edirisinghe - Coordinator
Mrs. G.P. Dadallage - Member

Management of Processes

Dr. J. J. GarusingArachchi - Coordinator

IQAC quality assurance work -

collecting and archiving

information of quality related

activities

Dr. Theja Kuruppu Arachchi — LQAC chairperson

LIBRARY IQAC

Internal Quality Assurance Cell

Home Responsibilities

Downloads Contact Us




FEATURE ARTICLE - 01

From Visibility to Prestige: How Institutional Repositories (IRs) Elevate University
Ranking through Enhancing the Research Visibility

By

Mr. D.M.T. Madushanka, Assistant Librarian (Technical Services) at the Main Library

In an era where the technology is pervasive everywhere, it is importantly required to highlight one side of
integration of technologies in the modern libraries which excessively support for the betterment of an
institution; especially in an academic setting. All around the world is talking about the open access
availability of the knowledge and easy accesses to them as well as improvement of the institutional
contribution to disseminate the knowledge around the world. The best platform for an academic institution
to meet that objective is that maintain an Institutional Repository using flexible application software.

In simple terms Institutional repositories can be defined as
“Extension of an academic institutional activity in support of
research and developmental activities of the institution, protecting
intellectual efforts and to promote scholarly communication
among the users within and outside the institution” (Kaladhar et
al., 2018).

An institutional digital repository, which is made up of digital

content that has previously been published, and is ready for

distribution or dissemination by the institution and is exclusively ~ o

the result of student intellectual efforts. It is a good indicator of its

academic success and achievements of both students and the staff. The following attributes are precisely
what the institutional repository entails and comprises.

e Open Access: Usually, institutional repositories are open-access platforms, which allow users all
over the world to freely access to the contents. This transparency increases the dissemination of
scholarly outputs and enhances the visibility of academicians.

e Digitalized Content Availability: Research articles, conference papers, theses and dissertations,
databases, multimedia resources, and other academic works created by, researchers, and students
associated with the university are among the digital content that the repository mainly archives.
And its provides an URI (Uniform Resources ldentifier) for each publication hosted in the repository.

e Long-term Preservation: Digital scholarly content is intended to be permanently preserved and
made accessible through institutional repositories. To protect against data loss and degradation,
there are strong preservation techniques, such as backup systems, file format migration, and
adherence to best practices for digital preservation in these application platforms.




e Institutional Affiliation: A particular academic institution's scholarly output is centrally stored in
institutional repositories, which are associated with that institution. They frequently bear the
institution's name and reflect its identity and branding.

e Maintain Metadata Standards: Standardized guidelines for metadata are used by institutional
repositories to catalogue and describe the contents. Scholarly content can be found, retrieved, and
interoperable across many repositories and especially hosted contents are indexed in Google.

e Search and Discovery facilities: Institutional repositories offer easy-to-use search and discovery
options that make it possible for users to quickly find relevant academic material. Keyword search,
advanced search filters, and author or subject-based browsing are available in these applications.

General Criteria of Higher Educational Rankings

There are different ranking systems run by different institutions and those ranking provides, regional,
country and world rankings based on different criteria. In South Asian Countries, most popular ranking
system is Ranking Web of Universities (Webometrics), Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University
Ranking, The SClmago Institutions Rankings, Ul Green Metrix, Times Higher Education World University
Rankings, Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) and etc. Majority of ranking systems consider
research performance, innovation outputs and societal impact measured by their web visibility (SCImago,
2024), in addition to previous considerations the Sustainability, Employment Outcomes and International
Research Network considered by QS Ltd., (2024), in Ul Green Metrix which is assessing by(Integrated
Laboratory and Research Center (ILRC), (2024), they consider Economic pillar with new considerations of
QS World University Ranking. Not only that number of research articles published in reputed journals,
number of citations and other factors related to research and publications are considered in every ranking
system in the world.

Measures of Institutional Ranking (Webometrics)

As per the information at the methodology of Webometrics Higher Education Institutional Ranking provider
Cybermetrics Lab - CSIC, (2024), “the Ranking Web is not a ranking of the websites of Universities, it is a
Ranking of Universities. It uses both webometric (all missions) and bibliometric (research mission)
indicators. The primary objective of the Ranking Web is to promote Open Access to the knowledge
generated by the University. Best strategy to improve the rank is to increase quantity and quality of
institutional web contents”.

When increasing the open access of the knowledge in the institutional web presence, it is required to
publish them in an institutional domain which explore the institutional contribution that are considered by

the institutional ranking providers. .
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Enhancing Knowledge Visibility: The Role of Institutional Repositories

In a world of limitless information, making sure research findings are visible and accessible is essential to
maximize their impact. As open-access repositories, institutional repositories facilitate academic
communication by offering unrestricted, free access to research findings (Kodua-Ntim, 2023). Repositories
expand the accessibility and impact of academic research by making scholarly findings easily accessible to
a worldwide audience. This promotes increased cooperation, citation, and involvement within the scholarly

community. £ [[BRARY, UNIVERSITY OF RUHUNA
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Institutional Repository of University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka

Moreover, by providing thorough metadata indexing and search capabilities, institutional repositories
improve discoverability and make it easier for professionals, students, and researchers to find and access
relevant scholarly material. In addition to helping individual researchers by providing more attention to
their work, this enhanced visibility also helps the institution's reputation as a center for intellectual
innovation and information sharing.

Emphasizing the commitment to extending boundaries of knowledge for the benefit of society, institutions
may leverage new opportunities for cooperation, innovation, and academic excellence by adopting the
principles of open access and information sharing. Institutional repositories will continue to be vital tools
for increasing research visibility, enhancing academic impact, and influencing the way forward of scholarly
communication as universities navigate the changing landscape of higher education through achieving the
excellences. Thereby the Institutional Repositories provides an immense service as a Knowledge
Management System to the institution in promoting its web presence.
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FEATURE ARTICLE - 02

@B ARG : D& 30w wBEwr YBIO BB Bfes0d

BRBIDRI @BENSITD), 0B B8WMIC PYEDWICBIBBA, S dBOSBRS.

Bwed® vy nO=Ee?

Bd® @r8m HwdBwh. Bwd® wy OB ©85Id00 eabewd admnm Bed. Merriam Webster
Dictionary 8 ow @86 ¢ e euB® owd dulnw B85 amd e weewd gddw C HRBe®
BwdBus ecuw. Bwd® wy 8o owd §2n amc OB ¢8dw Ca OO wew woen dewnmw BE®
ED woREm ey BWDBwE oCn eumIw wiBe. 86 §Bm WWEDVWS O gm0 O,
@DORT ©Y dDERINB C O Be® ©¢0gDA. Bud® w@imysewrs’ 8o, DO ©Y Dimns RO Eon
%000 80 BG18emw aREs OB 850 Wews’ a8dw ¥ MO ¢dws) 9EB®® ©d.

&¢ 05 80 Bwd® 93¢ @0ewd Doids g1m. DEm@imed eug Bwd®O e®@5I® Adw Bwud®I¢ eahewd @¢sY
eugd® 80. cwiur, wwd, ¥OTE OB @ Ve cug Bwed® 8g O ano G1BDIBBR6 e®xI®
asym8cw wdnews’ vvammw 0wl Bon® (dmnmw Riel Bow Bwed® 8¢ 8. ded Yoy §n
©sw L 0w #iB CCE 9 YICH. 0D ¢ IC® emeEe ¥ dwed Omw wyduw BBed
OB@OR ¢ 80B. 0® Ben® Vomd dewwwsy B85 odiBied yBwd »HOwE ece @YuIo BBFed
(Bibliotherapy) ewic 0y cA&.

9530 OB es0d

9O BB W Bwded® yhIC BHOw eewd COOE Bxfyried L1mim eweds ®OE E&w
580 BBe® nOwu oG eweas e DantBmwsy, ®enY 8¢ DatBmwsy 0O yedn e 85T @wics
05 CAE. BBsIO cumd BB wewr bevdvedn Bwed® o1 wsld® &7 8¢ed.

Bibliotherapy ws 05w G2 womoed biblion symewest exom (BOOK) wo ebdewsy ¢ oepatteid myimewony
0 BB® (Healing) w» ¢80 ¢ e ©¢8. 970 BRFwD wslisy uIo Mbendsedamw (biblioguidance),
0B BBFewd (literary therapy), 93¢ cosedwme (biblio-counseling) ew gummic yBmos (library
therapeutics) ws &P 500wzt ¢ @® wewo HIBm WSE.

930 BBFwd @y CdBm odIB P FOwsT Bomdenw wews em end e s wafd® ®admo
BOOE. mO= gamcwBsy BOewrw cuedamned eddBsy g0 BB 1dm oy CAIB OB Fwm ePOEOS
ocuw. 804 d8sY g0 DB werIdh & grFfer, eedes Semed wy emd eedes dewed BBswD
e®OE® ec® enI0ns Bwd® WOVEWH HDm BIO ww OB wad® Bwd® »wow yfHoBm O
B0 @B ®wss ecew (Stip, Ostlundh and Abdel, 2020).

9O BB F 0D Wy YiOocewRO »n® Edmed Yy 8B &g w B VOO B8O adefw Ca ® e
wewr e ©y @Bms ©dme RZeB (Cherry, 2023). @& oweds dDaddmown ©@» BnSE,
Omednws’ ewd ®100 wimdH BTe®SY vy, OBFuwewn 8ByxsI0 APsTed ©0d v O18 Sednd ¢
OO 5y Bl »E VB Swe® 0dd0 dorddn ew Bleda OB, 9T DR Fewd yBmdwm
@06 0CH Bwd® gres OB WwBm 0wl BDwW-t:d8W5 B0 HOWH OB ¢nd CerddBewd
©®5IVD eahewd 5O widmo @d (APA Dictionary of Psychology, 2024).

930 BB ehewd 8O S8W CeryddBTw®m HedrwsIB ¢Bedm y§Bmd BHOwW @R WD WIB &BJ
3doB»0 Bwude® 8O medthwu® DRewsy wIBinsw imdd BB ¢ BeEE ames e viBae. ewsy
w5 9O DB Fe0ed DEL GYEY oW OB a0 EIm WaBOE V51 ® GmaBw wdm mE VB wW. ey
(59530 8/15%03/8005/D8maescry), ©wwdy, HEBm, svdedsen 8w, ¥l OO, decd wWmew
C i ocn eusIDis viBw. (Gillette, 2022)
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8 W OFO wewr IO BB esd

s8edsenwtsy eI & grfer @mEdm e DO wewr YIIO DBRewd OBsT WrNsOm dEH:@= @B
DE VB 0B, YOBBY 9B®IC WE VB L& & DEe BBuw swm cfed.

o Oxn&m ¢dBaxma (Depression)

o amBe ww wmoowd (Stress and Anxiety)

o Ooxdwmded aaw (Mood Disorders)

o  BB200 (Phobias)

o 5@ Duewm gamB gaab (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder)

o s¥npesw (Panic Attacks)

o B3O ww OFnedBw g (Behavioral and Emotional Disorders)
* 30 O Be® andmmo (Eating Disorders)

o BonBe® am®mmo (Sleeping Disorders)

o ¢ mdmoed e (Substance Use Disorder -SUD)

(Dos Reis et al, 2020; Wang et al, 2020; Glavin & Montgomery, 2017; Hazlett-Stevens, 2017; Eum, 2015;
Williams et al, 2013; Jerneldv et al, 2012; Febbraro, 2005; Wright et al, 2000).

®eny OBF OO 5T, eweds DanBmwsy, sledemws’ D853 ewvsIdr & g v88 80X ylucws’ Oeemen
Edmoed Yy 0¢) 0ewd umim D18 BHIFOGHO yBEC BHOWE eCs YBIO BN eD B DEWIsy
@0 YB®IC HOW ©ewWIT PONE D5 DOA.

D8 85w BE 1@ YTOCHWEO P WIBWIYE EOD O WOW D). BOE DB PIBBCHW VITDH DS
0@ B8Bwied D18 eCImw wBEen O . 0® o¥Wnedsy EBfwed ©ewedBwd B B8O ©5%0
@8O ¢ yAC DCHOW OCFE O 4. ydocwumed Limnidm oweds goun BBe® yAmidws et §sT0
DB e300 @woco OO RELT @um&dm W ON® D&Y en BIO wewr dw emedd Dcen DxiesIeld ACE.

Qo &5 200800 @O® K8@0 (to reduces Stress and Anxiety):

OE®@med @Dewnd PdORWsY 8y CB W eCL GnBwW WD VB W. OwW eI} OBEIH EBHwWD
D 858D 8w D& B FOWGS ¢ 0D. CmBn gunBe gO® BIO wewr Dedww @mo DLes ©d.
e §O¢ gmBe 538 BOO &m0 mbww HO¢ 8w B BBe® ¥ B wd 8DA. Bemd OB Fewmdo;
B8sY ydocumed Dm&m gpnBw ¢d® BTV wewr YIO0 DR Hed edendsy ©@wIts ®B. EWIC EwID
0@ 8®IBTR Ded®n Oeomrt Edned Bmewsy 8800 wBwid g». ewd® u® ud® yeocwsy ne »ESY
DE &8 B B wocewo B3O (feeling of Anxiety) s®xm e m»6 @ B3¢ Bwd® =um0d @d.

8@ D5 WOB C¢ gL eusID e¢sIesy OO gwmWD 0wrten B83wensy 89%m yhanws
¢® IO DB Fe0d OB GomBw, Deditn Ee® w B wd, 88w, 00300 5w 805 HFFOEWE e3eWBIOW
Dnews’ BCH® ¢ Syamdw I b 208. I gmd gnBe ©wY ®ewd ¢&) WO wBw 88w wy EOm
OB O Eyen BB wewr Bede nEsy BREW DEs0 Bedm D evsIdr eci (Sharma, 2014).

@82 2088w 0@ 580 (1o reduces Depression):

@5 8m 2DBOEWST eBeED EaeWI 8w eBInHO BOBe®sT HE Edmed ®IcOES O DO 9oy
DE B O 0w8IedD D). 888 DeddrFOD BIHL WWEHI Bwr BBO nEg Sixdm ¢d8Rm e @)
BOe® yAE ®8wIswn 8¢ 00, Hetd® Bwd® @rmém gunBlw a8 Om Bt 0wIdsy B ©B®O ¢emad
O @m0 O Lax&m ¢DBAmw wOMwW BIOO ¢ ¢ @d.

g 450 90 DB ewd Lumidm gOBRHWO YOO w@yben Daews’ ewd ghedm yAmicwn eces
Sr&m 208D eode v DEO B0 BEBD vadn me v IO vbeldemnsy eusIdn & &» (Usher,
2013).
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Ber 0 Be® @80 0o 85057 20@ 29880 (to reduces Sleeping Disorders and Phobias):

BedvewsI® Mth ¢510s3ensy ¢d® Daews’ 20% = wewr BrIcd w® e (Emimdwu @D ur O
@m0, O® ¢O10a @Y ¢Ored B8PeE ¢v 1w (01 BBTeE OO, 00D w8 & @D¢sN 8O wdIBIL OB
O sSedemwesy B85 eI & gum (Gordon et al, 2007).

OeE® s BE MBOD BB €8T BnE AYCD (B e O D1mnm D18 I FOGH. 0®®
00 BBTed gutnbone 8dimcewsy ¢Be wim. g5 gwens’ edxIO® ewnd ¢88 B8 (¢., @¢@8wsy
Bwwi® 01 BBEBEE), YTOED 080 (8., @IEC®IEORO ¢B D8, ewIedn) BOw mEn D18®),
OnmE8n 8057 (¢¢: @DmMDEO ¢ I8 8y CoBwsy), FeEmD B8®, ww ¢god Jw 8wy HBD B3O
(Rafihi-Ferreira et al, 2018) {8 e®@® @& DxIHE BIFDBHIO yADCWE eCe 930 BB wd ©@wico
O BO nEBT 80O WS OBV W B WD B O 08 sbedven HEBT eusIdl & am.

@28000 @ B0® gm&mm gO® 580 (to reduces Eating Disorders):

&390 OBe® an@WmmD 1y VB 6 EOHB BB WO WOEYD BIOD ¥l BICH®W VIV WSB
@ 8m ©eeas HHOBH. @ Bwd ¢BDO §awd GBe® HBI® DEO V&YJ ewI aEedDsT §awd OB,
8108 viRw evd A6 O B ®HOBBEE, G0 OB By Beddm OB, aBO@s EEH D%w® BB
OB qos ©@w @B ¢8yoie owd 88wdsY O8E mmEBEE, minm adBAmwe ewd emivided
eOBE®O® OB i e nFDWSY W viW.

OB umEm eweds HHOWST wEwI 0w ¢D ey Bedm mS @B amd ¥ABIR (&0 OB, W),
»O @ OB ONTT RO e B eewd DO dBFwmBsy O8sY Bleda »J g1 dD sledldueen
BB eusIds & aym (Troscianko, 2018).

98 H5® ¢o® 580 (1o reduces Addiction):

OEm@mred 0ahewd YoCwsy 8O O wewr AN O g». Sodvewsi® R ¢5O5Y asInEHEWD ¥
BBewd Ko (Video Games) 018 Hwomaom® wews @8 8 BI® gcd CHlBemeR. d8® e 6500 Ho(h
88ed g 8O0 BB Becdd @, ®sesns owd Vel OB cOB wIDHWD ¢dm oRe eugd 8In ¢Bw
VD, ePeEH OB WIdnw BEAC and@mmde e¥neds’ ylocevmed e@igwd ww »BEOD AEHI®
@58 VWS ¥ 0w CBen ¢Oien D6 WH. @WB0HO DR I8 PFHVWE @O Bimnidm
DnewsY AR Bwdd mwr O, EB-B8m @80, 8BGO, 2wws) HHFVOLHO 0w@d® &8cd0 Ow
30O DEeE.

s8edsen 85T eustd ecslory Y 2030ld8® DB DxmEm ey’ ©w@mw HEOD IO SBed
@wcs OB OEeB O OB, edy B85 WOm ¢ vloldvenwtd 3D ewi ®x B3wewsy 18 yBamw:
OB DOB® 8OHPEBeELsI® HHJC BB g8 m/ 8w §oTo BRFed BB wid § PO v
@¢& (Shehu, 2019). w@oBms Bwed® mymenrst wofms 8B Fwd e@DB ¢INBO® wew wwss yBmd
B0 0 VYsTed gewesd.

0®® mien @m0 8188 Yo ¥EHOCEWSIO AR OBL 15 &m edIB N FOWETO yBwIC HOWE eces
9BIO DR300 ByBEWI e Bwd® HEHY Ov BOD»W WE WB DB, SedsewrrI® YA W e®sTE
yIBTIR 2005 B, WO end OB BOIBTIR W, DBmscory/ BDwe Omscrry BEAEC B e@H®
3O B mews Wb 9T OB Frewd 80 D B8 O8m Wi gFR® ylocwned Ome
oo HBO0 VYD DB. ylocwumed Lix8m IcOSOBE B OB ¢, DOV, WBIBG, GHABHHIDWG
B BEOOH, 3d0cE 8oedemwst B w0 ORI, ydoBm wICH eI VNFOD DEL®OF @B
DE OB YBA®ELWE 0Cw 0w Bwd® eusIDs 8v wiAe.




®erBeTO®m ©0@ BOD BOEBO DNE eBewednwd. 8:® ydocldsy 8 ccommensy O down
e @0 g SBwm 970 m» $5300 Lm8®m NV BLY evegs DO, ®ewrd ©Y &
088 @3Q & gm0 Db PYEY DD ©weds YORD ww # OO grunmw ewsID e¢d (Institute of Health
Metrics and Evaluation, 2019). 2020 2 COVID-19 dw@eomwe o@fnedsy m0d @ ndm ¢dB&s
VOB eveed ylouclsod wea1d BEBG ¥ ECH PVE e®itd B ansd §Bm GEnHedsIn gmd
D0 BE 0000 83 YD) LamBm ¢DBODY G ey BEDESY 26% ww 28% » 1850 euxIn®
OB DO ECEID ©wedn 8-:8mw gdddemes mS ¢ (World Health Organization, 2022).

@91 yOB® ww FOBO Ppunmw 85T euvxId ecx ¢¥n OEO 85D, 8Bws 301 » ¥y =T Waoed
$NVewsT eseEs 850 953 SEwm 58 i €Yz v B0 0wt Bod ¢T105Y D euxsId ©¢d. Hed® &Bwx
280 2 &55y007% L8 aDB8mews’ euvegs amd 953 8Bwm 23 I €8T wY ewedmwsy 0. 8Bwx 3
DO GoessIs) €8T 5 0wedmwsy RS SBwm 14 2 85y &0 HBE® 2B 53 OB D
Bm»wd D e (Institute of Health Metrics and Evaluation, 2019). @98 oemewnd Six&m
OBIWECHIDBTIO A0 HOWE eCes onyd DB wHOTSY, etseds DanBmesy, EHEWBIRBBOC5Y
B85y 930 BB 0D evnenrs et Bwde® yAmicw DEH@med AYED NIBD WO D sledsenwsy
REsY eesIds & arm.
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libraries.

Mr. J. J. Garusing Arachchige, the Senior Assistant Librarian at the
Faculty of Engineering, University of Ruhuna, successfully completed
his PhD studies on 30" October 2022 at the University of Colombo,
Sri Lanka. His research focused on the examination of the relationship
between resource capabilities and service quality in university

in cases of using Turnitin.

It is acknowledged that Mr. J. A. Ajith, Senior Assistant Librarian at the
Technological Library, University of Ruhuna, has been appointed as the
Administrator for the Turnitin Similarity Checking platform of the University,
effective from February 2024. The university community is advised to contact him

positions.

e A member of the Publicity Committee of UOR Quality Assurance Sessions (2024)

e A member of the iRUFARS Publicity & Web Committee (2024)

e The Chairperson of the Library and IT Committee of the Faculty of Allied Health Sciences (2024)
e A committee member of the university web committee (2024)

Mrs. H.E.P. Mayuri, Assistant Librarian at the Allied Health Library, University of
Ruhuna, has been appointed as the Administrator for the Institutional Repository
(IR) of the University of Ruhuna, effective from February 2024. The Institutional
Repository of the University of Ruhuna serves the community by hosting a
repository of academic publications from the university community, providing
global visibility of the resources. Also, she was appointed to the following
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: 1 Social Sciences Teachers' Union year 2023/2024.

Ms. Sakunthala Senevirathna, Senior Assistant Librarian at the Main Library,
University of Ruhuna, has been appointed as the Treasurer of the Humanities and

Sciences Teachers’ Union year 2023/2024.

Mr. U.A.Lal Pannila, Deputy Librarian at the Main Library, University of Ruhuna
has been appointed as the Executive member of the Humanities and Social




Resignations/Transferring

Mr. Thilina Madushanka, Assistant Librarian, Main
Library resigned from the post and accepted the
post of Lecturer at the Faculty of Management &

. Finance, University of Ruhuna with effect from 01*
February 2024.

Mrs. Umani Bogahawatta, Senior Staff Assistant (Library Service) at Main
Library, University of Ruhuna, marked a long journey in her career and
retired in November 2023.

Mr. P.B. Telison, Senior Staff Assistant (Library Service) at Main Library, University
of Ruhuna, marked a long journey in her career and retired in February 2024.

-
SP=mmm




Workshop for Library Information Assistants

: o B0LD
Library Staff require a refresh of their knowledge while they are continuously engaging in the process
whereby supporting scholars to improve themselves through finding better resources relevant to their
academic journey.

Under the theme of “Unlocking Library Excellence:
Exploring Cataloging, Koha Database, and Institutional
Repository for Modern Libraries”, a two-day workshop
was held on 30" November 2023 and 01° of December
2023 at the main library, University of Ruhuna.

During the workshop, the following areas were covered.

Advanced Cataloguing Techniques for an Efficient Library- Mrs. Sakunthala Senevirathna — Senior Assistant
Librarian

Working with Koha Database: New Trends and Practices — Mr. Nimal Hettiarachchi — The Librarian
Library Ethics, Accountability, and Responsibility — Mr. Lal Pannila — Deputy Librarian
Quality Assurance for enhancing Library Services — Dr. Theja Kuruppu Arachchi — Senior Assistant Librarian

Exploring the Process of Managing Institutional Repository and Document Delivery Service — Mr. Thilina
Madushanka — Assistant Librarian

Mrs. Sakunthala Senevirathna coordinated the program.




Workshop: How to find resources from e-Databases

With the collaboration of the Library, the University of Ruhuna, and the Faculty Library Committee of the
Faculty of Fisheries and Marine Sciences & Technology (FMST), conducted a workshop on 18" October 2023,
for the final year students in the Faculty of Fisheries and Marine Sciences & Technology in the University of
Ruhuna.

The workshop encompassed a comprehensive range of topics designed to enhance students’ knowledge
and awareness of available information sources at the University of Ruhuna, along with best practices for
their utilization. The following areas were covered in the workshop.

e In-depth study of scholarly databases crucial for dissertation construction.

e Hands-on experience with techniques for effectively retrieving information from scholarly databases.

e Insights into alternative avenues for accessing commercially available publications.

e Comprehensive understanding of plagiarism and familiarity with the University of Ruhuna’s robust
Plagiarism Prevention Policy.

e Study of proven techniques for efficient reading and extraction of findings from research articles.

e Process involved in constructing the literature review chapter.

Dr. Kumudu Radmpola, the Chairperson of the Faculty Library Committee of the Faculty of Fisheries and
Marine Sciences & Technology moderated the workshop and the following members served as the resource

persons.

Sakunthala Senevirathna — Senior Assistant Librarian

Thilina Madushanka — Assistant Librarian
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A hands-on workshop on "eResources access and
introduction to TURNITIN” was held on 11% June 2024 for
the academic staff members of the Faculty of Science. The
workshop venue was the Department of Computer
Science computer laboratory. Dr Theja Kuruppu Arachchi,
a Senior Assistant Librarian at the Main Library University
of Ruhuna, contributed as the resource person.

Mahamodara, April 30, 2024 — Mrs. H.E. Pavithra Mayuri, Assistant Librarian at the Library, Faculty of Allied
Health Sciences, University of Ruhuna, in collaboration with the faculty English Unit, hosted a highly
successful workshop titled "Curiosity-based Reading as a Stimulus for Improving English among
Undergraduates” at Lecture Hall 01, Department of Nursing, Faculty of Allied Health Sciences, University of
Ruhuna. The purpose of the workshop was to enhance intrinsic motivation among undergraduates to learn
English by harnessing curiosity.




The workshop targeted first-year undergraduates in the Faculty of Allied Health Sciences, with nearly 80
students in attendance. Assistant Librarians Ms. H.E. Pavithra Mayuri and Senior Lecturer Dr. K.G. Pramudika
Nirmani also participated as organizers of the event. The workshop featured Mr. Ruwan Gunawardane, Senior
Lecturer from the Department of English Language Teaching, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Ruhuna, as the esteemed resource person. Also, Ms. Kavidya Jayawardena, Assistant Lecturer in
English, Faculty of Science, and Ms. L.H. Vishmi Dilprabha, Assistant Lecturer in English, Faculty of Allied
Health Sciences, provided their invaluable support for this workshop.

Mr. Ruwan captivated participants with his expertise, insightful concepts, methodical teaching, and engaging
presentation style. His passionate and stimulating session inspired lively discussions and significantly
enhanced the participants' interest in learning English.

Feedback from attendees was overwhelmingly positive, emphasizing the profound impact of Mr.
Gunawardane's contributions on their understanding, motivation, and appreciation of the subject matter.
The Faculty of Allied Health Sciences expressed their sincere gratitude to Mr. Ruwan for his invaluable

contribution and looks forward to future collaborations.

Pavithra Mayuri was Awarded Fellowship for SANOG40 Conference
and Workshops

Conference Venue: Ballroom, Hilton Colombo, Sri Lanka - October 16, 2023
Workshop Venue: The Galle Face Hotel, Sri Lanka - October 17-20, 2023

Mrs. H.E. Pavithra Mayuri, Assistant Librarian at the Faculty of Allied Health MN[=[E &L
Sciences, University of Ruhuna, recently participated in the 40th South Asia =

Network Operators Group (SANOG40) conference and workshops, held in 0‘@
Colombo,

Sri Lanka, from October 16 to 20, 2023. Mrs. Mayuri was honored with a g~
prestigious conference fellowship, awarded to encourage the participation of
women in the Internet and network industries. The fellowship also covered the
$190 total registration fee, which included lunches, stationery, and tea/coffee
during the 05 event days. Hosted by LKNOG, the SANOG40 conference brought
together professionals from across the region to discuss critical topics such as

directly relevant to Pavithra Mayuri's role as a member of the unlver5|ty network |
sub-committee and align with her long-term career goals.

This fellowship provided Pavithra Mayuri with an
invaluable opportunity to expand her knowledge,
network with industry experts, and contribute to the
growth and development of the University of Ruhuna
and the Library. Her participation underscores the
importance of increasing women's involvement in the
rapidly evolving field of network operations and
security.




University Librarians Association Nominated Seven ULA Members for

APANS56 International Conference

Colombo, Sri Lanka — August 21-25, 2023

The Library, University of Ruhuna, is pleased to announce that
seven ULA members were nominated by the University |
Librarians' Association to participate in the 56th Meeting and
Conference of the Asia Pacific Advanced Network (APAN56).
The event was held from August 21 to 25™, 2023, at the Galle
Face Hotel in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Among the nominees, Mrs. H.E. Pavithra Mayuri, an assistant
librarian at the University of Ruhuna, and an Exco member of
the University Librarians Association (ULA) of Sri Lanka in 2023,
was a key participant. Joining her were six distinguished
colleagues: Dr. W.M.T.D. Ranasinghe, Ms. Pradeepa
Udayangani de Silva, Ms. T.M. Seneviratne, Mr. S.
Santharooban, Dr. (Ms.) Nayani Gunawardane, and Mr. Kusala
Fernando. Three of the nominees attended the conference in
person, while the others participated online, as shown in the
accompanying picture.

Hosted by LEARN, the APAN56 Conference brings together experts and professionals in advanced
networking and research from around the world. The participation of ULA members underscores the
University librarians' commitment to professional development and international collaboration. Notably, the
registration fee of $450 per person was waived for all seven nominees, highlighting the significance of their
involvement in this important conference.

The Library, University of Ruhuna, extends its best wishes to all seven nominees for a successful and enriching
experience at APANS56.
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The Library, University of Ruhuna Contribution to iRuFARS 2023
Conference by HE Pavithra Mayuri

Galle, Sri Lanka - November 10, 2023

The Faculty of Allied Health Sciences, University of Ruhuna, successfully
hosted the iRuFARS 2023 conference under the theme "Health Research

Beyond 75 Years of Independence.” HE Pavithra Mayuri, representing the library of the Unlver5|ty of Ruhuna,
actively participated in the event as an organizing committee member. She was in charge of the Publicity &
Web Committee, contributing significantly to the conference's success through her dedicated efforts in
managing publicity and online presence.

University of Ruhuna Contribution to ICULA 2023 Conference
by H. E. Pavithra Mayuri

Colombo, Sri Lanka — October 26, 2023

The University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka (ULA) organized the ICULA 2023 conference, focusing on
"Transforming Academic Libraries for a Sustainable Future." Ms. H.E. Pavithra Mayuri, representing the library
of the University of Ruhuna, played a pivotal role in the event, both as a presenter and an organizing
committee member of ICULA 2023. She served as the Conference Web Editor and In charge of the
Sponsorship Committee, successfully collecting sponsors totaling almost 9 lakhs for the event. Her
contributions were instrumental in the conference's successful execution and financial backing.
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How to develop reading habits

Ms. Sakunthala Senevirathna, Senior Assistant
Librarian, University of Ruhuna delivered guest
speech for the school students regarding the benefits
of the reading books.

This program was conducted by the Athkandura
Public Library in the Welivitiya Divithura Pradeshiya
Sabha on 22" of March 2024. The main objective was
in this program to develop reading habits of the
school children.

School students, Librarians and Teachers participated
in this program.




A readi.ng camp was organized by the public

libraries of Pinnaduwa, Kalahe, and Kurunduwatta,
operated by Akmeemana Local Government, on 9"
November 2023 to celebrate the Reading Month
Programme. This engaging session attracted over a
hundred students from schools, along with a
significant turnout of public librarians, teacher
librarians, and parents. Mrs. Sakuntala Seneviratne,
Senior Assistant Librarian of the University of
Ruhuna, along with directors from the National
Library and Documentation Services Board,
contributed as resource persons to this event,
enriching the experience for all participants.
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Workshops conducted by the Library

Workshop Title

Coordinated By

Target Group

Resource Person

2023-07-26

Awareness of Information
Retrieval Techniques form
Scholarly Databases
Subscribed by University
of Ruhuna

Faculty Library
Committee of
Faculty of
Management and
Finance

Final year Undergraduates
of the Department of
Entrepreneurship

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka

2023-07-30

Awareness of Plagiarism
Prevention policy of UOR

Faculty Library
Committee of
Faculty of
Agriculture

All the final year
Undergraduates of
Agriculture

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka

2023-07-30

Awareness on Plagiarism
Prevention Policy of UOR

Faculty Library
Committee of
Faculty of Allied and
Health Sciences

Final Year Undergraduates
of Department of Nursing

Mrs. H.E.P. Mavyuri

2023-08-02

Awareness of Information
Retrieval Techniques form
Scholarly Databases
Subscribed by University
of Ruhuna

Faculty Library
Committee of
Faculty of
Management and
Finance

Final year Undergraduates
of the Department of
Accountancy

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka

2023-08-03
10:00 am -
12:00 pm
(04
Groups)

Introduction to Library
Environment and Best
Practices

Library, Faculty of
Allied Health
Sciences

First year undergraduates
of the Department of
Nursing

Mrs. H.E.P. Mavyuri

2023-08-18
9.30 am —
3.30 pm

Information Retrieval
Techniques from Scholarly
Databases of University of
Ruhuna

Main Library

All the Library Information
Assistants and Library
Attendants in main library
(12 Members were attend
physically)

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka
Mrs. K.A.l.M.
Amaraseakara

2023-08-18
2023-08-25
2023-09-08
(03 Days)

Workshop on Information
Searching Techniques and
Scholarly Databases
available in the Library

Main Library

All the Information
Assistance in the library
System

Mr. Nimal
Hettiarachchi
Mr. DMT
Madushanka
Mrs. KAIM
Amarasekara

2023-08-25
9.30 am —
3.30 pm

Information Retrieval
Techniques from Scholarly
Databases of University of
Ruhuna

Main Library

All the Library Information
Assistants and Library
Attendants in main library
(12 Members were attend
physically)

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka
Mrs. K.A.l.LM.
Amaraseakara

2023-09-01
01:00 pm -
04:00 pm

Workshop on Reference
Management Software -
Zotero

Library, Faculty of
Allied Health
Sciences

Final year undergraduates
of the Department of
Pharmacy

Mrs. H.E.P. Mavyuri




Date

Workshop Title

Coordinated By

Target Group

Resource Person

2023-09-05
10:00 am-
12:00 pm

Introduction to Zotero Reference
Management Software

Library, Faculty
of Allied Health
Sciences

Faculty Library Staff

Mrs. H.E.P. Mayuri

2023-09-12
01.00 pm —
03.00 pm

Introducing Turnitin, plagiarism
and reference management

Library, Faculty
of Technology

Final-year students in
the Department of
Engineering
Technology at FOT.

Mr. J.A. Ajith

2023-09-19
01.00 pm —
03.00 pm

Introducing Turnitin, plagiarism
and reference management

Library, Faculty
of Technology

Final-year students in
the Department of
Engineering
Technology at FOT.

Mr. J.A. Ajith

2023-09-23

Time:
1.00 pm —
4.00 pm

Reference Management and
awareness of Scholarly Databases

Library, Faulty
of Agriculture

Post Graduate
Students,
Department of Agric.
Economics and Agri
Business
Management

Mrs. K.A.[.M.
Amarasekara

2023-10-16

Information Retrieval Techniques

Faculty Library
Committee,
Faculty of
Agriculture

Final year students
(42nd batch) of the
Green Technology

Degree program

Mrs. K.A.[.M.
Amarasekara

2023-11-30
2023-12-01
2023-12-07
2023-12-08
(04 Days)

Workshop on Unlocking Library

Excellence: Exploring Cataloging,
Koha DataBase and Institutional

Repository for Modern Libraries

Workshop on “Quality assurance
for

enhancing library services”

Main Library

All the Information
Assistance in the
library System

Mr. N. Hettiarachchi
Mr. U.A.Lal Pannila
Dr. Theja
Kuruppuarachchi
Mrs. R.A.P.S.
Senevirathna

Mr.
D.M.T.Madusanka

2023-12-11

Depositing Academic Publications
to Institutional Repository

Main Library

Academic Staff,
Faculty of Science,
University of Ruhuna

Mr. D.M.T.
Madushanka

2023-12-20
2023-12-21

Information Literacy section was
conducted as a major component
of Technical Writing and
Presentation skills module
(CC4102) for Final Year Students of
Faculty of Agriculture (04 hours
Session

Library, Faculty
of Agriculture

Final Year Students of
42" Batch

Mrs. KAIM
Amarasekara

2024-04-30
03:00 pm —
05:00 pm

Curiosity-based Reading as a
Stimulus for Improving English
among Undergraduates

First year
undergraduates
of the
Department of
Nursing

English Unit and the
Library, Faculty of
Allied Health Sciences

Mr. Ruwan
Gunawardane,
Senior Lecturer at
the Department of
English Language
Teaching, University
of Ruhuna
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“To be an internationally recognized academic library that caters for
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Mission of the Library

“The mission of the University of Ruhuna library is to support
the university’s commitment to excel in higher education by
providing a high-quality information service to students, staff
and the community at large, developing resources without
prejudice and limitation to languages, contents and formats
ensuring a continuous free flow of information, collaborating
with other universities, institutional and governmental
libraries in Sri Lanka for resource sharing.”
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